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Mihai Manea (16 September
1901 – 19 June 1979), known

as Mihaela Manea, was a
Romanian painter. She has

been described as "one of the
most brilliant painters of the

twentieth century".
Biography The daughter of
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Petru Mihai and Elena
Șerban, she was born in

Bucharest. She was initially
inspired by Sergei Diaghilev,
who in the 1920s introduced

her to various European
artists and introduced her to

the Romanian modernist
painter Vlahuță. She became

a member of the painters'
association that he founded,
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but she left it in 1926. She
studied painting at the

Bucharest Fine Arts School
from 1929 to 1934. She then

attended the Faculty of
Applied Arts in Bucharest,

graduating in 1936, and also
the Sanat Artists' Studio.

Between 1935 and 1939 she
and her partner Grigore Vieru

founded the artistic group
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Sanat, which published his
writing as part of its activity.

They participated in
numerous modernist

exhibitions and shows, and in
1935 she exhibited her first

painting, Portret muzical (The
Musical Portrait) in the

National Art Gallery. In 1937,
together with Vieru, she

participated in the exhibition
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Fecioara Universal, organized
by the Traian magazine to

document the transition from
the traditional Romanian
school to modernism. She

exhibited in the same year in
the Romanian Artists' Union
show. The same year she

participated in the Bucharest
Biennale, with a painting

titled Policultura. Among her
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works from this period is a
painted portrait of the opera
singer Luiza Solcan. After the

outbreak of World War II,
Vieru moved to the United

States, and she and the rest
of her family, with the

exception of her mother,
went into hiding. She was
arrested by the fascists

because her work implied
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criticism of the war and the
dictatorship. In her home at

the time were em
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