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pierreAYpierre's REFEXT.Prehospital and emergency department pharyngeal, laryngeal and tracheal foreign bodies in a UK
tertiary hospital. The aim of this study was to evaluate the incidence and outcomes of patients presenting to an emergency
department (ED) with foreign bodies (FBs) of the pharynx, larynx or trachea. All patients presenting to a UK tertiary hospital
ED with a FB of the pharynx, larynx or trachea between 1 January 2000 and 31 December 2005 were identified from a
retrospective review of ED records. Data recorded included patient demographics, presenting symptoms and management. A
total of 146 patients were identified. There were 98 males and 48 females with a median (range) age of 47 years (1 month-98
years). A history of foreign body ingestion was reported in 52% of patients. The patients' presenting symptoms included pain
(49%) and tracheal (20%) or laryngeal (16%) airway obstruction. ED treatment included short-acting beta2-agonists (18%),
oxygen inhalation (10%) and an aerosol inhaler (3%). Patient management (first aid and observation) was instituted by the
emergency department staff in all but five cases. Ten patients were admitted to intensive care (7%), of whom seven were treated
as an emergency. In total, 11 episodes of FB migration (8%) with a median (range) time from injury to presentation of 42 hours
(range, 1- 3e33713323
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